Family finds gathering spot in Fernwood Phase III
by Gene Stowe
tribune Correspondent

As soon as developer Bobby Loudin of Village Contractors Inc. put up the "Lots for Sale" sign at Fernwood Phase III, Rose Sullivan, who lives in Fernwood I, called her daughter, Trish Maher, and urged her to take a look.

Trish and her husband, Tim, had just had their sixth child and were looking for a larger home, preferable closer to the University of Notre Dame, where they had met in law school and married in the Basilica.

The Mahers were living in Windingbrook, a 20-mile round trip to campus on side roads for the bicycling family, and Fernwood III would be perfect -- close to both Notre Dame and Trish's parents and two brothers who all live in Fernwood I.

"We were very familiar with this location," Trish says. "We've always loved it whenever we've come to be with the family at Fernwood I. The baby was our sixth, and we needed a little more space.

"The proximity to campus has always been the attraction to us. It was too enticing."

The couple moved into their new home in late February.

Trish's father, Ed Sullivan, was Notre Dame's football captain in 1957 and stayed in the area after he married Rose. Tim's grandfather graduated from Notre Dame in 1931 and urged Tim, who grew up near St. Louis, attend the law school.

The family had been longtime fans, says Tim, whose first visit to campus was for his grandparents' 40th anniversary at the Log Chapel, where they were married.

The orientation to Notre Dame was crucial for their move. The lot with the best view was marked "Reserved" on the plat, a small matter for Tim, a litigation lawyer.

"Confrontation is not a big problem for me," he explains. "I didn't accept that. I talked to Bobby about that lot. He unreserved the lot."

Next, they told the builder how to site the home.

"For this to work as we envision it, we're going to need to spin the house around 90 degrees," Tim says. "He was good at adapting, which is something our lives require. He appreciated that and worked with us to make it happen."

"We picked the lot we did and turned the house so it faces south because out my window I can see the Golden Dome," Trish says. "The lot is spacious and deep and has beautiful views out of each window."

The geography is a bit more rolling than most of the area, and part of the land is well wooded.

"We found the one section of contour here," she says. "When you pull into Fernwood III, it's a little bit of a rolling hill compared to everything else around here. You forget a little bit you're in South Bend."

Loudin worked with the couple to arrange the house efficiently for the specific needs of their family. The Mahers have three children at the teen years and three younger daughters.

The sloping lot allowed for a walkout basement -- "That's probably going to be the teen hangout," Trish says -- and the younger girls have a large room over the garage where they can play.

"We could give the separation in the ages," she says, adding that an open concept on the main level makes everyone feel closer. "They love being around each other, too. We could be together and see each other from wherever we were. We can all be together and enjoy each other."

The home also provides space for events when the rest of the family comes over from Fernwood I.

"We knew we'd end up being a gathering spot for all the family," Trish says. "The kids all go to school together in the same grade school. The kids ride bikes and walk to each other's homes."

That's what the Mahers were looking for when they chose to live in South Bend after graduation.

Tim says he had the typical disdain for South Bend while in school -- "It was the town my school was in, but I didn't pay it a lot of attention" -- but after Trish spent one hot, humid summer in St. Louis, the choice became clear.

"All of Trish's family is here," he says. "We had to pick one or the other. We wanted to be at a place where we could communicate with family. I think this is a great area to raise a family. You can day-trip into Chicago, but day to day you're not contending with Chicago.

"One of the primary drivers behind our going over to Fernwood is that's where her family is. It gives us great access to our family and also brings us closer to the university."

"We knew we wanted to be close to family in raising our own family," Trish agrees. "It's a little gem here in South Bend."

The 20-acre subdivision on the south side of Cleveland Road will have 50 lots with an average price of $60,000 and homes in the upper $300,000s or more. The lots have municipal water and sewer.

In addition to being close to Notre Dame, the development is within easy reach of the University Park Mall area down Cleveland Road and downtown South Bend.

Know of a neighborhood worth writing about? Let Gene Stowe know at stowegene@yahoo.com.
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