Cloverleaf Villas attracts those tied to Notre Dame 
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Vince O'Connor's great-grandfather interpreted Potawatomi for Father Edward Sorin.

Frank Gillis graduated in 1967 and comes back from Pennsylvania with his wife, Ruthie, for every football game and several other visits.

Randy Blum is an alumnus, and his wife, Debby, works in food service.

Rosalie and Bob Weisser are big fans.

To live in Cloverleaf Villas is to have some connection to the University of Notre Dame -- even if the connection is just that you live in the expanding development west of Ironwood Road and north of Cleveland Road.

It's strong common ground for a comfortable community with retirees, working people, and some families with children, circling a pond and surrounded by wildlife.

"There's a big contingent of Notre Dame fans in the neighborhood," says Debby, who moved two years ago when the couple decided to downsize from their two-story house. "Everybody in the neighborhood is friendly and helpful.

"We just love it here. We love the open floor plan. We happen to be on the lake. We can sit out on our deck and watch the ducks. We have ducks, squirrels, rabbits -- it feels very Franciscan to us."

When they bought, theirs was one of four offers on the villa. It was accepted because their house was paid for and did not interfere with the closing.

"When they were first developing it, we always admired the architecture and the layout, the beautiful landscaping," Debby says. "When it was time for us to downsize, we wanted to get into a villa. We had looked around at different places and this one became available."

Rosalie and Bob Weisser, looking to downsize from their Granger home, found a lot they liked in Cloverleaf Villas and built a four-bedroom, with two downstairs for visitors.

"We had a big house in Quail Ridge South, and all our kids were gone," she says. We were looking for a smaller place. We have a walkout. We have kids that live in California and they come to visit. We've got a lot of room.

"We really have it in the area. It's close to everything like we had in Quail Ridge. It's close to shopping. It's a quiet neighborhood. It's a perfect neighborhood for older families or even younger ones. Some people have grandkids over like we do.

"We're Notre Dame fans, IU fans, Purdue fans. We go to the games when we can get tickets. We love Notre Dame, and we're very close."

Fred Schmiedeler, the head of the villa association, is retired after 38 years in aerospace. He and his wife, Ann, moved almost seven years ago from Bercliff Estates, where they had lived for 30 years.

"We wanted to get into a development where the maintenance of the unit was taken care of," he says. The association handles maintenance contracts with companies that provide lawn care, snow removal and care for a pond in the neighborhood.

"We have an annual meeting of the membership. We also have some social get-togethers of just neighbors," Fred says. "Several of them are still working in their professions. It's a very diversified group. We have people who are willing to serve on the board of directors for the organization."

Phase One of Cloverleaf Villas has 23 homes. Phase Two, now under construction, has 20 lots. Prices for the luxury villas range from $250,000 to $275,000, and lots are about one-third acre. Village Contractors Inc. is developing the project.

"It's very compact. We have a lot of residents who like to walk for exercise," says Fred, adding that Ann often walks with a group of women. "It turns out to be a comfortable place and a safe place to walk for exercise.

"We have one or two who own villas here and come out for Notre Dame football weekends. I think there'll be more of those built here."

Frank and Ruthie Gillis, who still live in Pennsylvania, found a villa in Cloverleaf they liked on one trip out, but when they came back to buy it, the home had sold -- so they built another one six years ago.

"We've been coming out for years," she says. "We have friends out there, but there were many times it was difficult to get rooms. We love Notre Dame, but we also love South Bend. We like to go to Lake Michigan. We have friends out there that we see all the time. Maybe someday we'd like to retire there."

Vince and Barbara O'Connor left a 4,000-square-foot home on the river in Mishawaka to come to Cloverleaf Villas two years ago.

"We wanted to downsize," Vince says. "I liked the area as soon as I saw it. It's on the right end of town and had water and sewer. It just had everything we liked. It's a good area. It's convenient to everything."

Vince came to the area in 1963, the first in several generations of his family since his great-grandfather died -- the result of injuries received at the Battle of Gettysburg -- and his great-grandmother moved away.

"My great-grandfather was an interpreter for the priests and brothers at Notre Dame with the Potawatomi Indians," Vince says. "He worked for Father Sorin. He knew seven languages. He was able to pick up the dialect right away."

Know of a neighborhood worth writing about? Let Gene Stowe know at stowegene@yahoo.com.
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